
Town of Stafford 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission (SHAC) 

Remote Meeting via Teleconference due to COVID-19 Mitigation EffeRs/ 

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 2021, at 6 p.m. 

Minutes of the Special Meeting 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; 

Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, and Greg Post. Beth Magura, 

recording secretary, entered the meeting at 6:14 p.m. due to technical difficulties. Jamie Furness and 

Barbara Frassinelli were absent. A quorum was established. 

Also attending the meeting were Amber Wakley, Town of Stafford grants and marketing specialist, and 

Jenny Scofield, the National Register & Architectural Survey Coordinator for the State Historic 

Preservation Office (SHPO), Dept. of Economic and Community Development. 

2. Review of the minutes of the January 27. 2021. special SHAC meeting 

Donald Passardi made a motion to approve the minutes from the 1/27/2021 meeting; this motion was 

seconded by Greg Post. The motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

3. Discussion of the process involved in nominating an area in downtown Stafford Springs to the 

National Register of Historic Places and the benefits that could accrue to property owners in the 

proposed historic district. such as tax credits for maintenance and rehabilitation of historic property. 

This special meeting was a question-and-answer session with Jenny Scofield, the National 

Register & Architectural Survey Coordinator for the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), 

CT Dept. of Economic and Community Development. 

Question 1: Would you explain how a local historic district differs from a National Register 
Historic District? For example, is someone going to tell me what color I can paint my house if it is 
included in a NRHD? 

Jenny responded that a local historic district is a different type of historic deSignation. The local historic 
district has a governing board the oversees exterior changes on buildings in the historic district. The 
State and National Register of Historic Places is an honorary deSignation only with no restrictions for 
property owners. 

Question 2: How does the NRHD designation effect an owner's property rights. For example, 
can I be prevented from installing modern energy-efficient windows in my storefront? What 
about if I want to put solar collectors on the roof of my Main Street building? 

The National Register is intended to encourage stewardship. There are no restrictions on properties. If a 
federal or state project needs an environmental review, it is also reviewed by the SHPO. They look for 
the best way to do projects without harming historical or environmental resources. 

1 

I 



Question 3: Is it possible for a property owner in the National Register Historic District to obtain 

a grant to repair the exterior or a structure? How about the interior of a building? 

[What follows is a transcript ofa recording of the question-ond-answer session. A recording 

started at 6:14 p.m. upon the arrival ofSHAC Recording Secretary Beth Magura to the 

teleconference.} 

Jenny Scofield: .... things like roof replacement or [ .... J barrier, so it's not just restoring an important 

feature that might have been rotted or something like that. It also can be something to help protect 

the property. 

Roger Ingraham: Is the tax credit subtracted from the property tax? 

Jenny: No. It's kind of confusing. It's called a tax credit but, for a homeowner, it is not an 

abatement off your private property tax. It's a voluntary program you would apply to if you want 

the incentive before doing work on your property. And again, this is an incentive. This is not 

something you have to do. Say you want to replace your roof and you want some money back for 
that, you would apply to the program, explain what you'd want to do, get approval, you would 

do the work, afterwards you pay to show that you did the work, and then you are issued a 

voucher, and a corporation purchases the voucher and you end up with the cash back. That's how 

it works. 

And it's usually Eversource that buys the voucher; Eversource usually buys up that credit at 100%. 

It's called a tax credit, because the corporation is purchasing the tax abatement, and you end up 

with a reimbursement of money for you have invested in the work. That's a program available to 

homeowners with rented property. You can apply as many times as you want to. So if you have a 

roof replacement one year, you are doing something with your windows another year. You can 

apply as many times as you want. 

If you also have an outbuilding on your property that is also historic and is recognized in the 

Historic District nomination, you can use the tax credit program for that as well--as long as you are 

doing some kind of work on the big house. So that is the incentive program that we have available 

to homeowners. 

We don't have grants because there are rules that government can't grant directly to a 

homeowner. But we do have a Historic Restoration Fund grant program that is available to 

municipalities and non profits. Again, that is voluntary; it is something you apply to that is done on 
a rolling basis. We were reviewing those monthly but they might stretch to twice a year. So that is 

for municipalities and non profits 

And then for businesses, there are commercial tax credit programs also. 

Becky Kraussmann: I have a question about homeowners. Is that for 100% of the cost? If they put 

on a new roof and it costs $4,000, would the voucher be for $4,000? 

Jenny: It is a percentage of qualified costs. So it is a portion of your project. You might be doing 

other things besides the part you are receiving incentives for. And that's ok, because you may be 

doing other things at the same time. But there is a portion of the money that you have spent to 
help preserve and maintain the building. 
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Roger: If I did a project putting windows in my house, is that the type of project where you can 

apply for the full amount? 

Jenny: I don't work in the program, so I can't give you calculations. But when you are applying and 

or even when you are just thinking of doing something it is always good to talk to the staff person 

who does that because she can help you figure that out before you even apply to see ifthat makes 

sense for you. But if you apply for something, it doesn't mean that you have to do it. It is an 

incentive that you are asking for. 

SHAC Chairman Butch Clark: Is there a limit on how much a homeowner can ask for in the grant? 

Jenny: This is the taxpayer program [not a grant]. I can send you the link to the information on our 

website. There is a lot of information on there. There is a minimum expenditure. You have to be 

spending $15.000, so it is for larger projects. We are looking at bringing that down, but it might 

take some time. 

Jenny: You have to be doing something that costs at least $15,000. It does not have to be one 

thing. You may be restoring a house and have lots of work to do. I always like homeowners to know 

about it. If you've lived in a house for a long time, there is going to be work that you have to do 

anyway. And if you can apply for funding to get some of your money back, that's helpful. 

Butch: Is there a provision that the homeowner has to stay in the house for a certain period of time 

after they've done these renovations? 

Jenny: I'll check on that. I think you are not supposed to demolish the house after you use the 

incentive. 

Becky: Demolition ... if an owner in the Historic District. 

Jenny: So again anything that you are doing on private property with private funding is none of 
our business. We have no purview over that. The one exception to that is in CT (this is from our 

legislature). there is a law called the CT Environmental Protection Act that allows an entity to sue 

a property owner (it allows ... it doesn't mean it will happen) any entity can sue a property owner 

in the case of unreasonable destruction of a National Register-listed property when there is a 

feasible and prudent alternative to that demolition. What that means is ... "unreasonable 

destruction" and "feasible and prudent alternative" is language from that legislation. Again this is 

not something from the Park Service or from the National Register program. This is something 

exists in CT that was passed through our legislature. So it allows for somebody to bring suit if you 

demolish a National Register-listed property. It doesn't mean that somebody will bring suit it 

doesn't mean that the State of CT is necessarily going to get involved in that lawsuit. There is also 

language about "destruction" which means demolition. There is language about in order for that 

person bringing suit to win a lawsuit, they would have to prove that there is a "feasible and 

prudent" alternative to the demolition. "Feasible" means is it reasonable, is it possible? Sometimes 

"alternative to demolition" might mean a change in a special building permit or sometimes it is 

selling the property or something like that. 

If the State were to get involved in one of those cases there is a very specific process for that, and it 

only happens when there is substantial public outcry. A petition with thousands of signatures and 
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things like that. It does not mean [unintelligible] ...it would apply to anything listed on the National 

Register. If your property is in a Historic District that is listed on the National Register, but your 

property is not a part of the history of that district - that is, your property is within the boundaries 

of the historic district but your property was constructed last year-it is not part of the history and 

it is not considered as "listed" within the boundaries of the district. The law does not apply to 

unforeseen losses due to fire or storms or anything like that. The person who's suing ... there is the 

burden of the cost of the lawsuit. 

Butch: I have a question. Originally when we looked into doing this a couple of years ago, I think 

you were part of it. We had talked about Hyde Park and part of Main Street. The Witt school...it is a 

controversial building right now in terms of what to do with it. If we put in a Historic District 

including Hyde Park, where the Witt school is, is there a way for a town to opt out of having the 

bldg. itself in the Historic District? So if they decide that they are going to have to demolish that 

there is no controversy? 

Jenny: With a National Register district, you can't arbitrarily select what's in and out. A boundary 

of a NRHD is based on the history that you're saying was important. So any resources, any property, 

any buildings or structures that you are saying are part of that history that are still standing and 

intact should be within that boundary. So there are rules on how you draw a boundary. You can't 

make doughnut holes and you can't put things in or out or on or off based on whether people want 

to be in or not. 

That said ...what is your concern about having the school in there? Demolish as an option? 

Butch: There has been discussion about what to do with the building. Since that building sits on 

Hyde Park property with no land that's available for sale to anyone without selling part of the Park 

that that becomes a bone of contention. And so my question is one of the options open to the 

school is if you cannot find anything else to do with it, demolish it and return the land to Hyde Park. 

I wonder if that presents a problem with making everything a historic district, as far as that building 

goes and the future possibility of it being demolished. It is a complicated problem. 

Jenny: Yes. The National Register listing does not... we don't have a role in what you choose to do 

with your property. We would not have a say in how the Town chose to use the Park property and 

the school property. 

Donald Passardi: You are saying we could be sued. let's say 25 residents of the town say, "We 

don't want it torn down." What happens then? 

Jenny: If its 25 residents and they don't have any funds to sue somebodYI it is unlikely that it would 

happen. The Protection Act usually is not a private citizen bringing a suit by themselves. Usually it 

involves in cases where there are 5,000 residents who are concerned about the demolition of 
something. It sounds like from what you are describing, you would not have that kind of reaction in 

town. Again that law ... the State does not go around looking for people to sue in regard to Nat'l 

Register property. 

My experience related to this are related to a developer wants to clear the land but doesn't really 

have any plans for how they are going to use it and they have a perfectly good building and they 

just demolish it overnight. 
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But again, the law is written in a way where you can't sue your neighbor to get back at them for 

something, because you would have to bear the cost of that lawsuit. 

Becky: On another day when we had spoken, I think that you had said, for example, that if the 

Town made that choice ... the best-case scenario is for it to be used for something and not hurt the 

Park. If the Town was using their own funds, they could do whatever they wanted-if I understood 
you correctly. If we used state or federal funds, it would pass through your office for review. It was 

a process that didn't sound like it would stop a project that made sense. 

Jenny: I think you are mixing programs. The [CT Environmental} Protection Act is the law that exists 
only in CT, which has to do with demolition. That exists in our state and it is applied to a National 

Register-property, but it has nothing to do with the National Park Service program. The intent of 

the NR program is honorary and there are not restrictions other than the law we have in CT that I 

just described. There are no restrictions on private property. That is not the purpose of the 
program. The purpose of the program was really for the federal government to understand what 

places in the country are worthy of preservation and to recognize those as a resource that people 

have a right to have, such as clean air and water. So we are saying that historic properties are 

important to people too and the National Register recognizes what those are. And when the 
Federal or State government does something-it doesn't mean they can't do a project-it just 

means we want to find the best way to do that project that is least harmful. So that is a different 

process, and that happens any time there is state or fed funding for something or a fed agency 

permit is used for something. We review every one of those projects for impact to historical 
properties and historical properties include those listed in the National Register or eligible for 

listing. We apply that even when things are not listed if we know that they could be listed. But 

again, it is not meant to be restrictive on a property owner, it is meant to protect the property 
owner from government projects. 

Donald: If the Town were to accept brownfield grant money to do environmental work and stuff 

and then decide that the best thing is to tear it down, would we have to pay the money back to the 

brownfield grant. How would that work? That would be accepting fed money ... 

Jenny: Brownfield projects are paired with historic incentives from my office all the time. The 

Brownfield department and my office are both housed within the Dept. of Economic and 

Community Development. Before you are awarded brownfields funding, the project you are 
awarded the funding for is something that my office sees. 

Donald: So you have to have a designated use for the building before you could even get 
Brownfields grant. Is that what you are saying? 

Jenny: No. I am saying that brownfields funding is paired with other funding all the time. A lot of 

times brownfields funding and commercial tax credits go together well. But if the Town is 
interested in brownfields grants and wants to pursue that, why not? There is no limit on that. 

[20:13} Amber Wakley: We are in the middle of an EPA, three-year grant program through 

Brownfields that is a town-wide assessment and the Witt school is part ofthat inventory, and we 
are looking at State funds for other projects within the Town. So, we are familiar with the program 

and we [unintelligible ...]. 
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Question 4: If the Town receives the Survey ond Planning Grant from the State Historic 

Preservation Office and the National Register Historic District is completed, is it mandatory for 
the Town ofStafford to submit the nomination to the National Park Service's National Register 

Review Board? 

Jenny: No. When you apply for a National Register listing, I am required to process the nomination 

that you sent to me. But you are in control of the process. You are the applicant, and if you tell me 

that you want to stop the process, that is your choice. You can do that. There is never going to be a 

moment of surprise where you don't know where in the process we are. There is no secrecy in that 
at all. If you apply for the grant and you are awarded the grant, if for some reason you decide you 

do not want to use it, that is ok. If you are awarded the grant and you start the nomination and 

we saved your money for that, the project that we would expect-that we would require-would 

be the drafting of the nomination document. So we would want you to prepare the document. 
But then if you chose not to go through the process and bring it to the State Review Board and then 

continue on to the National Park with the document, you don't have to. It is your choice. What we 

are paying for is the preparation of the document, which we are paying for a professional to 

prepare. So we would want to make sure that that is done. What is really helpful about that 

is...there is a lot of work that goes into preparing that document. It is a lot of hours, and that it is 

why it costs a lot of money. It is really helpful to you, I think, just to have all that information and 

document and have that accessible to you. If you prepare the nomination and you do not go 
ahead and list it, you can hold onto that nomination and 10 years from now if you want to go 

through and list it, you could easily pick that up in the process-sort of where you left off. 

Beth: If at that point, the documentation is finished, SHPO has approved it, and for some reason, 

Stafford decides to delay it for, say, 5 years, would it cost money to resurrect it? 

Jenny: It should not really cost anything. The document includes a physical description, it has 

some photographs of, for example, street scenes and properties, and it includes a focused history 

that explains specifically why this place is important in history. We do some editing; the next step 
in the process once the document is prepared is to bring it to the State Historic Preservation 

Review Board and they review that document for accuracy of history. They are looking at the 

scholarship in the document and they are also looking at whether this place looks like it's eligible 

for listing in the National Register. 'rhey vote on that and once they vote to recommend the 

district for listing, it becomes listed in the State Register of Historic Places as of that moment. 

There is some more editing that is done, and then it is forwarded to the National Park Service for 

listing. They have 4S days to review it. 

So if you prepare a document and you were not comfortable, and you do not want to bring it to the 
State Review Board, you do not have to. Sometimes, something might stop at that point. 
Something might go to the State Review Board and get approval and then stop. It can pick back up 

at a later date by just going to the next step in the process. If there was any major change in the 

district, if a whole street of buildings was altered, you'd just want to update the description. If 
something was demolished or lost, you'd update that. But all ofthe work basically is already done. 

If it has already gone through the State Review Board, and you stop before sending it to the Park 

Service, then the only thing you have to do at that point is "renoticeH property owners. So that is 
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the other thing that would happen. If you prepare the document and you put it down for 5 years, 

when you pick it up, you would continue with notifying the property owners of your intent to list 

the District. 

It is helpful for you to get this done at no cost, and sometimes it helps for people to have access 

to the nomination document, because not everyone know what it is for or what it looks like or 
what kind of information gets put into it. Sometimes it is just helpful to have this prepared and 

people can see and understand what it is. 

Becky: We don't have many 21st century histories [of Stafford]. The research was done earlier when 
people didn't have the kind of access that we do to records now. When we wrote the book on 

Stafford a couple of years ago, I used the documentation compiled for the Stafford Hollow National 

Register Historic District quite a bit. Nomination documentation becomes a stepping stone in the 

historical knowledge of the town. 

Question 5: Who determines which buildings or structures are included in the proposed 

National Register Historic District? 

Jenny: You would start this project with an idea of where you are going to look. So you have a 

general idea of certain streets of housing, the park, the school. I'm not sure how far from that you 

are looking. The National Register boundary is drawn based on the history you are claiming is 

important and continuous group of historic properties that are intact. If you hire a consultant to 

write a nomination, that consultant would be developing that boundary as they are doing the 

research and the field work. This is your project; you'll be hiring the person. So you'll be helping 

to inform that. But it's not a matter of drawing an arbitrary line or drawing around somebody 

who does not want to be in. If you have properties on the edge that are altered, you would 
typically draw those out of the boundary if they are on periphery. That is, they share the same 

history but have been substantially altered and some of the historical character is gone. You'd 

probably draw those out. The way that you handle things that are inside the district boundary that 

don't contribute to the history that you're saying is important. The Park Service has a classification, 
and there is a data table in the nomination. It will list every property that is included, for every 

building, everything that you are counting or nominating. It has a classification; that it is 

contributing or is noncontributing. If you have an 1890 house that is an important part of the 

district, you would classify that as contributing; if the house next door is "infill" (built recently) 

obviously it doesn't share the history though it might physically be within the boundary but it is not 

a historic property. So you'd call that "noncontributing." 

But there isn't sort of opt-in, opt-out, delineating the boundary on the basis of who wants in and 

out...something like that. I get a lot of questions about can I expand the district by one property 
because they want the financial incentives. You can't do that. 

Becky: Can UConn students be used to complete the nomination form for the Historic District. 

Jenny: Do you have some free labor? 

Becky: I know that the Town has used students in the brownfields project. Amber can speak to this. 
It came up because of that connection. 
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Jenny: There is no rule in the National Register program about who prepares the nomination; 

anybody can try to do it. But when you use State money to prepare a nomination, we require 

that you hire a professional that meets certain standards defined by the U.S. Secretary of the 

Interior. The standards are a person with a maste"s degree or higher in historic preservation, 

architectural history, history, or architecture and a certain amount of experience. That would be 

who you would hire with funding from our office. There are lots of colleges; if there are students 

whom you want to get involved .. .! mean you can do whatever you want; they could contribute to it. 

You'd want to make sure that they are not adding work to the scope that you give to a professional. 

I know you already have a lot of research about this area, so the more research you can gather and 
have ready to give to whoever is going to write this, the more efficient it will go. If any of you want 

to write a nomination tomorrow, there is nothing to say you can't do it. 

Roger: What kinds of history are useful to the documentation effort? We have the Christopher 

Allen Bridge. That was built during a period when there were a number of fairly wealthy people in 

this town who beautified the Town. But they have left but what they did remains. That is part of 

what we are talking about. Then there are things that happened and there have been families 

involved and all sorts of things went on. There's the history of Hyde Park that we've done research 
on. Is that the kind of information that would be useful? What are the different kinds of history that 

we could contribute or that the consultant would want to use? 

Jenny: A consultant would probably be looking for the chronological development history to get 

an understanding of the area. They would use some of that research to figure out what themes in 

history the community is important for. The history of the development of the park, the set·aside 

of land for the park, who donated money for the park. You are including both residential and 

commercial areas in this district, right? 

Becky: Yes. 

Jenny: General development history is helpful. For example, when was the housing created, 

when were the streets put through, what businesses are located, who is working there? What are 

the economics of making money? You're going to find some of that in your local early history. 

Any architectural historian will look at historical atlases, town directories, census information. 

How did the area develop? Who is contributing to that? Who is living and working there? 

Roger: What about historically a famous person started one of the businesses? is that relevant? 

Jenny: Yes, it is relevant. The author of the nomination will sift through the facts and will write a 

story to explain what is happening. Nominations don't necessarily need to go into depth on 

genealogical history, such as listing all family members and whether a certain this person went to 

war and came back. Any development history of those living and working at this location is 
helpful. 

Becky: We have not all the info you are going to need. Between the research that we hae done, 

that Beth and Dave Bartlett has done on Highland Terrace. Whoever we end up hiring, he or she 
will do their own research, but we have a lot we can offer. 
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Jenny: You have a lot of knowledge, and you can help a consultant match up names to places. 

We are trying to connect them to certain activities or properties. I would just say that part of the 

nomination process •••a nomination form includes a focused history. The Park Service provides the 

framework for organizing information. When you call something significant in a National Register 

form, you call out categories or buckets of history that it falls into. A lot of downtowns are 

significant for community development and architecture; these might be categories you write 

about. I'm not saying you might not have other categories. 

So it is very focused; it is not an anthology of every fact you've ever learned. It is very focused and 

woven to a very direct statement. Why does a place matter? Why is a place important? You also 
assign a time period. You might have overlapping themes in history that you are recognizing and 

you might have a long time period like might be 1700 to 1950. It depends on the reason why you 

are saying place is important. But when you define that time period, we don't need to define 

much history outside that time period. If you are saying for your bridge, for example, early 20th 

century bridge ...if you are listing the bridge by itself, you would not say the town was incorporated 

in 17-something. You would start with the time period that is relevant. 

You have a larger area downtown, so you will have a longer time frame. 

Becky: End of our questions. 

Donald: How much time do we have to submit to get the full reimbursement. 

Amber: I haven't applied for the grant yet. Must submit in May for review in order to meet the 
June deadline. Through June, the matching portion has been waived. The cost was what previously 

prevented us from applying in 2018. 

Jenny: This grant program is always available. Usually we require a match. When you apply for a 

grant. you usually must match half ofthe money. In this case, the match is waived through June; 

the applications are reviewed on a rolling basis and they are reviewed by our Historic Preservation 

Council at the beginning of each month. So June is the cutoff of the waiving of the match. So far, I 

know that SHPO is not extending it. I would suggest that to get on an agenda, have your 

application in a month ahead. If you want to apply in May (first Wed. of every month), have 

application in good shape by early April. 

Amber: The content that has already been put together by SHAC is extensive and helpful. I am 

confident that we can get the application done by April. Just because we apply, does not mean 
we will get funding. This is a step in that process. This is the first step: talking about it, forming 

our proposal and submitting it and receiving feedback. 

Jenny: The staff person at my office who handles the grant appplication is Mary Dunne. When 

you send her the application, she can tell you if something is missing or if something doesn't look 
right to her. Then the next step is she puts it on the agenda for the State Historic Preservation 
Council. I can't imagine that they would have any issue with wanting to give a grant to do a 

National Register nomination for this place. That's kind of a no-brainer. Sometimes they ask 
questions about the funding amount or if there is something in your application that is not clear. 

They'll ask questions during the meeting, and if you can attend the meeting and answer these 

questions, it is helpful. Sometimes they have questions; sometimes they don't. If there is 
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something that they really have a problem with, they might hold it and ask you to come back. But 

they won't deny you the grant over that. Something such as you did not have the appropriate 

budget, which they can't understand. They would just hold that item and put it on the next agenda. 

And I would imagine if it was June and there was something in process the match would still be 

waived, as long as you were on the June agenda or earlier. 

Becky: Is there any limit on how long a period of time we have to hire a consultant and to finish 

the job? 

Jenny: That is something that you would probably write into your RFP or your contract or whatever 

you do. You would want to put that information in there. Some of our grants are for two years. 

The time frame to do the whole project is two years, sometimes a little less. But we can extend; 

with covid-19 limiting access to research archives, there might be a couple we have to extend 

because we can't get access to where you want to go. That might be less of an option here if you 

have a lot of information you can access. 

Becky: Did anybody have any questions? 

Butch: Did anybody have any questions for Jenny? We will open this to the public now. Jen, you can 

stick around or go have dinner? 

Jenny: If I've answered you questions, I will go because I have young children. I know there were 

lots of question about Town property and the school. We are not looking to control how you use 

your property. This is really to celebrate the downtown and understand what you have and be 

able to explain it and describe the history. The designation does not mean that my office is going 

to be watching everything you do. If that makes anyone feel better ... ? 

Butch: Thank you very much for joining us, and we appreciate all your answers. Hopefully we will 

be able to move on with this and get something done. 

MOTION APPROVED: Becky Kraussmann made a motion that SHAC should bring the grant 

nomination before the Board of Selectmen. Roger Ingraham seconded the motion. Butch 

Clark, Beth Magura and Greg Post voted in favor of the motion. Donald Passardi abstained. 

4. Public comment. Jim Fritz and Teri Herel, who live at 20 East Street, were in attendance. Ms. Herel 

also own a building at S8 Main Street, where ESP Pottery and an adjoining gift shop are located. This 

commercial building would be located in the proposed National Register Historic District. 

[Transcript resumes.] 

Jim Fritz: Where are the bounds being talked about for the Historic District? 

Becky: We used the 1992 Historic Resources Inventory of Buildings and Structures, which was a 
survey done of the whole town. It was recommended that the entire downtown needs to be on 

the National Register; they recommended breaking it down into sections. Two of those sections 

were Main Street and Hyde Park/Highland Terrace/Hyde Park Road. So I had drawn out a map. It 

goes from Highland Terrace, eastward down the hill, passes through the former Springs House 
parking lot [i.e., Hobbs Medical parking lot] to River Road [Route 32] to the Holt Fountain rotary, 
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and encompasses the buildings there, up Main Street to Park Street and back up Hyde Park Road to 

the Witt. 

Butch: I thought I read somewhere that the actual boundaries are determined by the consultant. 

Becky: They are. I am curious how we'll do with that. We can home in on the dates ... selling this 

area as a unit. Because there is continuous history in it. My concern is that they might want to go 

down Spring Street from Highland Terrace to Main Street and cut out the parts east ofthat. 

Beth: If they did that, they'd miss the felting mill, the Town Hall, the Holt fountain, the 

Congregational Church ... That would be too bad. 

Roger: Was there ever any consideration of going up East Main Street to East Street? There are a 

lot of really old beautiful buildings. 

Becky: As Jenny said, you can't arbitrarily go into those neighborhoods without describing how 

they developed. East Main Street definitely is more a section of its own historically. Downtown 

you have a cluster of mills of where it began. The people •••with Hyde Park, you have Julius 

Converse and the Mineral Springs manufacturing. And the town really started to develop, he had 

his office building that became the library. You have the church there. It is a much more cohesive 

unit. Personally, ,'d like to do the whole downtown. The hill, the borough. I think the number was 

4S properties. 

Butch: The size of the district will be limited by how much we can do for the $20,000. That is the 

limiting factor. 

Becky: I am hoping that what we already have ... Beth, Jamie and I have said that we can dedicate 

some time to pulling together more resources. I have lists, I have digital resources at the Historical 

Society. We don't know that there will be any cost savings from this. 

Butch: Are there any other questions? 

Teri Herel: I'm just getting smart about it. I think it's awesome. Jim answered my question 

regarding what the district would include. 'S It something that could be added to later? 

Beth: I think you'd have to do a separate district, right, Becky? 

Becky: Yes. 

Beth: For example, Jim and Teri own the old Angus Park house on East Street across from the old 

hospital. And housing up E. Main St. and on East St. would be a very unique historic district. 

Roger: Very much so. 

Teri: It's good to get something in place so that people understand that this isn't an inhibiting thing. 

Once that is done, the road will be paved for the future. You won't get as much push back as you 

would right now. 

Becky: People could have access to the tax credit. 

Beth: Jenny said she'd send us a link so we could make a succinct handout for people. 
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Amber: Part of the funds goes to community outreach, as I understand it. That includes mailers or 


flyers, meetings, that sort of thing. I don't know the amount designated for this. 


Teri Herel: We also own 58 Main St. [ESP Pottery and the adjacent artisan's gallery.] 


Becky: I want to find out more about that building. 


Teri Herel: It shows up in maps and pictures at about the same time as the "Middle Ground" 


building [Le., now the location ofthe Stafford Coffee Co.]. Around 1890. 


Becky: There was a big fire there. 


Teri Herel: The architecture is very similar to the Middle Ground building. It could have been the 


same builders. On the Sanborn Fire Insurance map, it was a meat store and next door was tobacco 


and billiards. 


Butch: Do we have to put something together for the Board of Selectmen? 


Amber: I did ask Mary about that. She'd like a pros and cons list, which we could put together 


pretty easily. Information about the CT Environmental Protection Act should be included in the 


information provided to the First Selectman. 


S. Adjournment. Roger Ingraham made a motion to adjourn, and Donald Passardi seconded the motion, 

which was unanimously passed by the group. The meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 

Resll tfully submitted, 

/' 'ljJ!4ItL-
~eth Magura- ()V 
Recording Secretary 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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